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PROVERBS 10. 19. . 


In the multitude of words there wanteth not fin : But 
he that refraineth his lips, i wiſe, 


Here 1s hardly any one inſtance, in the whole con- 
| duct of humane Life, in which Men are more apt to 
offend, and yet ſeem to be leſs ſenſible of their offen- 
ding, than in the management of their Tongues, For tho, 
as St. James tells us, the Tongue u ſuch an unruly evil, as no 
man can perfettly tame, tho? it # full of deadly poiſon, Frome 
on fire the whole courſe of nature, and defileth the whole body, 
c. 3. v. 6. 8. tho' Honour and ſhame, death Eccl. 5. 13. and 
life are in the power of it: Prov. 18. 21. yet is there — 
more common, than to ſee Men extremely negligent a 
careleſs, raſh, haſty and incon ſiderate, in their uſe of it. So far 
are they from obſerving that moſt excellent precept of being 
flaw to (peak, Fam, 1. 19. that they ore generally a great deal 
too laviſh and prodigal of their Tongues : and, when once 
they are cngag'd in talk, andever ſo little heated with it, they 
very often let fly at random, and fooliſhly blirt out every 
thing, that comes uppermoſt ; how much ſoever it may tend, 
to the diſhonour of God, the prejudice of their neighbour 
the eternal ruin of their own precious and immortal, Souls, 
The Wiſe Man, being well aware of this, takes occaſion 
frequently, in this Book of Proverbs, to caution us agumlt 
much talking: by repreſenting to us, on the one hand, the 
great danger which we ſhould bring our ſelves into, by it: 
and, on the other hand, the great wiſdom and advantage, of 
abſtaining from it. Thus, in the 29. ch. 20. Seeff thou a nan 
that u baity in bis words? tbere is more hope of a fool thin © 
bim ; and again, ch, 17. 27, He that hath knowledge ſpar et l 
his words ;, and, to name no more, in the words of my Text 
In the multitude of words there wanteth not fin, ot, as the 


Septuagint verhon has it, iv talling much thou ſhalt not _ 
fin 


* 


; 
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fin : If you allow your ſelf an unbounded liberty of perpetual 
talking, you will certainly ſay many ſuch things, as are inex- 

dient and unlawful for you to ſay, or, as it is yet higher 
in the Original, in the multitude of words {in ſhall not ceaſe : 
it ſhall not ceaſe indeed, but rather it ſhall abound, and in 
much talking there ſhall be a continual danger of much ſin- 
ning. But be that refraineth hs lips u wiſe ; He who keeps 
his Tongue within due bounds, conſiders before he ſpeaks, 
and ſpeaks, not much, but ſeaſonably, and to the purpoſe : 
this Man acts, in this reſpect, as becomes, not only a prudent, 
bur alſo a truly good and religious Man. 

By words here we are not to underſtand all words in ge- 
neral, but only thoſe of our common Converſation : for, in 
many caſes, there is no danger at all of ſinning in uſing ma- 
ny words, as in the caſe of all ſer and premeditated Diſcourſes : 
nay, in ſome caſes, it is a neceſſary duty to ſpeak much; 
ſpeaking being the very buſineſs and profeſſion of a great part 
of mankind. And therefore this Apophthegm of the wiſe 
Man's muſt not be taken univerſally, but in a reſtrain'd and 
limited ſenſe, as relating only to thoſe Men, who are perpe- 
tually chattering in company, who uſe many needleſs words, 
and may, in Solomon's Language, more properly be call'd 
prating fools, than Men of argument and buſineſs. Prov. 10.10. 

From the words thus explain'd, 1 ſhall take occaſion to re- 
preſent to you. 

Firſt, The great difficulty, or rather impoſſibility, or talk- 
ing much and talking innocently, in the multitude of words 
fin ſhall not ceaſe. 

Secondly, The grear wiſdom of retraining our lips, of con- 
ſidering before we ſpeak, and avoiding all raſh and unadvis'd 
talk ; He that refraineth hw lips ts wiſe. 

Firſt, The great difficulty, or rather impoſſibility, or talk- 
ing much and talking innocently. There are ſo many ſeveral 
ways of offending with our Tongues, both againſt God and 
againſt Man: by prophan and atheiſtical, lewd and irreligi- 


- ous, light and ſcoffing Diſcourſes : by reproach and ſcandal, 


by ſlander and detraction, by falſe defamations and unchari- 
table truths, by lying and equi vocation, by court and flatte- 
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ry, by bragging and . by murmuring and complain? 
ing, by arrogancy and poſitiveneſs, & c. and the Tongue is 
in its own nature ſuch an unruly member, ſo very apt to run 
into all this variety of fin, that thoſe who have been moſt 
careful in bridling it in, yet have found it an impracticable 
task to keep it alwas within due bounds. And therefore St. 
James had great reaſon to call him, who offends not in word, 
a perfect man: Jam. 3. 2. and the Son of Sirach to pronounce 
him bleſſed, who hath not ſlipp'd with his mouth, and is not 
prick'd with the multitude of his fins ;, Eccl. 14. 1. where, to 
my preſent purpoſe, he ſeems to make a multitude of ſins the 
natural conſequence of flipping with the mouth. And indeed 
this is ſuch a perfection, ſuch a bleſſing, as no Man ever yet 
arriv'd at, the bleſſed Jeſus only excepted, in whoſe mouth 
there was no guile, 1 Pet. 2. 22. All other the moſt eminent 
patterns of Piery and Vertue, recorded in Scripture, have had 
their ſlips and failings in this point, and, notwithſtanding all 
their utmoſt care and vigilance, have been betray'd into fin, 
by their Tongues. Moſes, who was the meekeſt of Men, and 
therefore we may be ſure not given to raſh talking, yet ſpake 
ſometimes unadviſedly with bis lips; Pſ. 106. 33. and David, 
that Man after God's own heart, who ſeems generally to have 
been very jealous and wratchful over this Treacherous mem- 
ber his Tongue, yet in Uriab's caſe ſuffer'd it to play the Hy- 


pocrite: hone words indeed unto him which were ſmoot her 


than oyl, 2 Sam. 11. 12, 1 3. but he ſoon found them, with- 
out a figure, to be very ſwords. P.. 5J. 21. Nay, even thoſe 
two great Apoſtles of our Saviour, St. Peter and St. Paul muſt 
plead guilty in this caſe : ſince the one deny'd his Maſter, and 
the other, by his own confeſſion, contrary to the Law of 
God, revil d the High-Prieſt. Act. 2 3. f. 

Since this is ſo, ſince even theſe Holy Men, who took great 
heed to their ways, that they might not offend with their Ton- 
gues, Pf, 39. 1. were nevertheleſs ſomerimes overtaken in a 
fault, and unawares drawn into the Devil's ſnare ; what can 
be expected from thoſe Men, who take no heed to their ways 
at all, but talk, as without meaſure, ſo without care? Since 
thoſe, who us'd the greateſt caution, and ſet the e 
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guard upon the door of their lips, were nevertheleſs ſometirnes 
ſurpriz'd into a tranſgreſſion of their Duty; what can be ex- 
netted from thoſe Men, who are ſo far from keeping any 
guards upon their Tongues, that they entirely ler looſe the 
reins to them, and ſuffer them to ramble, whitherſoever they 
pleaſe ? What indeed can be expected from them, but that 
their whole talk ſhould be one continu'd trauſgreſſion, and that 
the unruly Member, being once unbridled, ſhould furiouſly 
hurry them into all ſorts of extravagance, ſurpaſs all Bounds, 
and trample upon all Laws? | | 
And yet this alas! muſt neceſſarily be the caſe of ever 
Man, who accuſtoms himſelf to talk much. Conſideration, 
which is the only check upon the Tongue, and alone is able 
to keep it to its good behaviour: becauſe it is this alone 
which informs it of its Duty, and at once repreſents to it and 


warns it againſt the many dangerous ways of tranſgreſſing it. 


Conſide ration, I ſay, muſt neceſſarily be thrown off by ſuch 
a Man, becauſe he talks abundantly faſter than he can poſſibly 
think, I mean, than he can think to purpoſe, than he can 
judge and deliberate, what is lawful and expedient for him to 
ſay. For in ſuch a caſe as this, where there are ſo many Rules 
to be obſerv'd, and ſo many By-paths to be avoided, judg- 
ment and deliberation can proceed but ſlowly, and may more 
properly be ſaid to creep than fly: and if ſo, he who is haſty, 
Prov. 2.9. 20. or asthe Septuagint and vulgar Laten tranſlate 
it ſwift, in his words, will certainly to go too faſt tor his judg- 
ment, and leave all conſideration, behind him; and, if all 
Conſideration, all Law, and all Reſtraint, nay, and I may 
ſately add, all Religion alſo; ſince Religion it ſelf can have 
no ſecuriry any where but there, where its Laws are con- 
ſtantly and duly remembred and conſider'd. | 
Theophraſtus, in his Moral Characters, cap. 3. has aptly 
enough deſcrib d this fort of Men to be Bablers of long and 
unpremeditated Diſcourſes : this is indeed their true and proper 


Character: they think little but talk much, and are in con- 


tinual danger of tranſgreſſing many Rules, but have regar, 


to none at all. Nor can they take it ill that I fix this Chara- 


Aer upon them, ſince it is exactly agreeable to that, which 
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upon all occaſion they give . For, if at any time 
you tax them with having ſaid what they ought not, they im- 
mediately endeavour to excuſe themſelves, by telling you, tbat 
they had mo manner of meaning or deſign in what they ſaid : 
that they had not the leaſt thought of good or harm in it, that 
it ſlipt all from them by chance and unawares, was the effect 


of careleſneſs,and entirely owing to inadvertency. And indeed 


I muſt do them that right, as to own that their excuſe is true, 
tho? it is not valid, and that their Diſcourſes are generally all 
1nadvertency from the very beginning to the end of them. 
And, ſince they are ſo, l think we need no longer wonder, that 
we ſo often hear them blaſpheming God and reproaching Men; 


we need no longer wonder that, as the Pſalmiſt elegantly ex- 


preficrh it, their tongue allet h through the earth; or that 
rheir mouths are ſometimes ſet againſt the bea vens alſo. P. 3. 9. 

But why do I endeavour to convince you of a truth, which 
1: own'd by every one of you in your practiſe, if not in your 
difſcowſe ? For what elſe do ye in effect ſay, when ye refuſe 
to truſt theſe perpetual talkers with your ſecrets, as all wiſe 
Men do, but that ye very well know them to be a fort of 
Men. who never regard one word they ſay, who talk all at 
random, and at a venture, and will be very apt, in the heat 
and in temperance of their Diſcourſe, notwithſtanding all the 
Sacred Laws of triendſhip, nay and perhaps the moſt ſolemn 
promiſes to the contrary too, to divulge the moſt hidden and 
important ſecrets; inſomuch that it is now almoſt become a 
proverb, that ſuch.people are to be truſted with nothing, but 
what all the world may know. And then ſurely, if there be 
ſo. much danger of their forgetting all the Laws and Obliga- 
tions of ſriendſhip, there can be no little danger of their for- 
getting all che Laws and Obligations of Religion alſo ; ſince 
the ſame incogitancy in talking, which makes them ſubject to 
forgetfulneſs in the one caſe, will make them equally fubject 
to it in the other alſo. | 

And Lord! What a prodigious heap of fins mult that poor 
wretch needs amaſs together, who is perpetually thus talking, 
withour thought and without rule ? How mightily will ini- 
quity there abound, where Men tamely give themſelves up 
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to the wild and extravagant conduct of the tongue, which is 
it ſelf a whole world of iniquity? Jam. 3. 6. Will not the fins 
of ſuch Men be almoſt as numbreleſs as their words, and their 
tranſgreſſions of their duty as various as the ways of tranigreſ- 
ſing it? Oh! whither will their ungovern'd Tongues hurry 
them, but to that Hell, by which they were at firſt ſet on 
fire, and in which they ſhall at laſt burn, without ſo much 
25 the leaſt drop of water to cool them, to all eternity ? | 
Conſider this, all ye that are full of talk, as Fob expreſſeth 
it, and be afraid; thing ſeriouſly with your ſelves, as the wiſe 
Man tell us, that a fools mouth is bis deſtruction, and bis lips 
are the ſnare of bis ſoul ; Prov. 18. 7. that the lips of a foal 
will ſwallow up himſelf, Eccleſ. 10. 12. and be that op.neth 
wide bis lips ſhall have deſtriction; Prov. 1 3. 3. 4 24. where- 
fore put away ſrrom ye @ froward mouth, and perverſe lips put 


far from ye. Learn, by ſparing your tongues, to ſpare your 


ſouls, and by forbearing to heap up words, to forbear alſo to 
heap up wrath againſt the day for wrath, Which that I may 
the mote effectually perſwade you to do, I ſhall proceed now, 
in the "TE 28 

Second place, to repreſent to you the great wiſdom of re- 
fraining your lips, of conſidering before you ſpeak, and avoid- 


ing all raſh and unadvis'd talk. And this, I hope, will abun- 


dantly appear, from the conſideration of theſe following par- 


ticulars. 


Firſt, That this is a ſure way to gain us a reputation, and 
make us paſs for wiſe Men in the World. Men are very apt 


to judge of our diſcretion by our words, and to meaſure our 
underſtandings, not by the length, bur, by the ſeaſonableneſs 
and ſolidneſs, of our Diſcourſes. If we careleſly let fly at every 
thing, which preſents it {elf ro us, whither we underſtand it 
or no, as all great talkers do, we ſhall ſoon betray our own 


ignorance ; and the breath, which we ſpend in talking, will 
only ſerve to blow away our credit, and procure us the igno- 
minious name of prating fools. Bur if we are careful to refrain 


our lips from ſpeaking of thoſe things, which we do not un- 
derſtand, and trom ſaying no more of thoſe we do than what 
is ſeaſonable, and has been before-hand well weighed and 
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confider'd by is, we ſhall in all probability be eſteem'd as 
Oracles of wiſdom, and, becauſe we diſcover no 1gnorance, 
ſhall be thought to have none. Even a fool, as Solomon tells 
us, when be holdeth his peace, is counted wiſe, and he that 


Jhutteth bis lips is eſteem d a man of underſtanding ;, Prov. 17: 


28. that is, a Van o v-1y ordinary Parts and Abilities, who 
can ſo far govern his Tongue, as to keep it from telling tales 
of his own Ignorance and Folly, may paſs well enough, in 
the World, for a Man of competent wit and underſtanding. 
And I may ſafely take up the reverſe of the wife Man's obſer- 
vation, and fay, Even a man of parts, when he 1s ralking 
haſtily, is counted a fool, and he who opens his mouth ſo 


wide, as to let every word that firſt comes, fly our of it, is 


deſervedly efteem'd a Man of no underdanding. 

If then we have any love for Reputation, that great and 
juſt darling of Mankind, let us ſhew it, by taking care of our 
Tongues, which, if not kept within due bounds, will as cer- 
tainly blaſt our own Credit, as our Neighbours. Let us re- 
member, as Plutarch well adviſeth, | De garrulitate. ] how 
much more admir d, how far they are reputed to excell in pru- 
dence, who deliver their minds in few words, roundly, home 
and ſententious, and contract a great deal of ſenſe within à ſmall 
compaſs of ſpeech, than ſuch as fly out into voluminous language, 
and ſuffer their Tongues to run before their Wits, And, remem- 


bring this, let us endeavour to ſpeak cautiouſly and ſlowly, . 


and then we ſhall be ſure to ſpeak wiſely. Then ſhall our 
wiſdom be known by our ſpeech, and our learning by the words 
of our mouths, as it is expreſe'd Eccluſ. 4. 24. | 
Secondly, This will be a ſure means of avoiding many oc- 
caſions x giving offence to our neighbours, and drawing 
down miſchiefs thereby upon our own heads. 

Every Man, who is given to talk much and raſhly, muſt 
neceſſarily be ſubje& to many, more eſpecially theſe three, 
very great inconveniences. 

Firſt, The perpetual noiſe and clamotFf of his Tongue will 
be offenſie to all company, and render him unacceptable 
and axe 4 a wherefoever he comes. Men do not care to 
have talk impos'd upon them, whither they will or no, __ 

a cially 
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as | cially che talk of ſuch ſhallow brain'd and empty Creatures, 
ey as theſe vain babblers generally are. And hence it comes to. 
Ils | paſs, as Plutarch obſerves, that they can never meer with an 
at that are willing, either to eat, or drink, or lodge with them, 
T7: in the ſame Room; but as far as they can, all Men decline 
10 and avoid their company, and thoſe who cannot grow ſoon 
es ſick and weary of it. 
in Secondly, His haſtineſs in talking will very often be an oc- 
g. caſion, of his overlooking all the Laws of good breeding, and 
1 offending againſt the niceſt punctilioes of honour : of his 
Fe dropping rude and unmannerly expreſſions, and either ſaying 
o ſuch things as he ſhould not, or at leaſt not ſaying them as 


is he ſhould. And how diſmal the effects of ſuch unwary ex- 
preſſions may prove, it is no hard matter to fore-· ſee. How 


1d apt they are to ſtir our paſſions and exaſperate our rage we all 
ur feel : how many unhappy quarrels they have been the occa- 
r- fion of we all know: and in what a Tragical Scene of blood 
e- and murder they are but too likely to end, our own ſad expe- 
* rience may convince us, which has often ſhew'd us, that the 
4— flames of Men's wrath thus enkindled, would be extinguiſh'd 
ne no other way, than by the blood of him, who firſt enkindled 
al them. So true is the wiſe Man's obſervation, that a fool lips 
e, enter into contention, and his mouth callet h for ſtrołkes; Prov. 
a 18. 6. and that a prating fool ſhall fall, or, as it may be tran- 
„ | flated, ſhall be beaten. Prov. 10. 10. | 
Ir Nay it is well, if the petulancy of ſuch a Man's tongue do 7 
ds not, by ſome imprudence or other, affront and provoke even 
publick Authority it ſelt, and, by ſo doing, pull down ven- 
C- geance upon him, in a no lefs terrible, but much more juſti- 
g table way, than the former. 8 
Laftly, His incurable itch of talking will neceſſitate him, 
ſt even for the ſupport of his Trade, to turn Tale bearer : to 
e pick up or make ſtories of his neighbours, nay and, as it is 
but too commonly ſeen, of his Betters and his Guvernours, 
ll which he may carry from one to another, whither true or 
le falſe he matters not, provided they be but long enough to fill 
0 up the empty ſpaces of his diſcourſe, and to entertain his 
company with, when he is put to't for ſomething elle to lay. 
* | e 5 And 
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And how directly contrary ſuch an employment as this is to 
God's expreſs commands, how odious and contemptible it will 
render any Man, how much real injury it will do to others, 
and how much ſure miſchief it will bring upon his own head, 
a (mall acquaintance with Scripture will eaſily inform us. Thou 
ſhalt not go up and down, ſaith God, as a tale-bearer among 


thy people; Levit, 19. 16. much lefs ſhalt thou revile the 


God, or Judges, or curſe the ruler of thy people. Exod. 23. 
28. The words of a tale-bearer are as wonds, (aid Solomon, 
and t be. go down into the innermoſt part of the belly; Prov.18. 
8. 16. 28. they ſow ſtrife, and very often ſeparate chief 
friends. And the back-biting tongue bath pull d down ſtrong 
cities, and overthrown the houſes of great men, ſaith the Son 
of Sirach. Eccluſ. 28. 14. And if fo, ſurely the Tale-bearer 
himſelt, who gives theſe deadly wounds, the back- bitter who 
duth theſe mighty miſchiefs, muſt needs be abhor'd and deteſt- 
ed, both by God and Men, as the very bane of Friendſhip, 
and plague of Society. And accordingly we find how diſ- 
mally the poor Prophet Jeremiah bemoans himſelf, upon ac- 
count of his having to do with a people, that were addicted 
to thele fins, and what terrible judgments he denounceth up- 
on them, from God, for the ſake of them. Oh that I had in 
the wilderneſs a lodging place of way faring men, ſaith he, that 
] might leave my people and go from them; for they be all an 


aſſembly of treacherous men. And they bend their tongue, like 


their how for 45 but they are not valiant for the truth upon 
the earth. Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and truſt 


ye not in any brother, for every brother will utterly ſupplant, 


and every neighbour will walk with ſlanders. And they will 
deceive every one his neighbour, and will not ſpeak truth : they 
have taught their tongues to ſpeak lyes, and weary themſelves 
to commit iniquity. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, Behold 1 
will melt them and try them; ſhall not | viſit for theſe things, 
faith the Lord, ſhall not my ſoul be aveng'd on ſuch a nation 


as this? Jerem. 9. 2, 3, 4. Ce. 


For theſe and ſuch like reaſons doubtelefs it is, that we are 


ſo often told, in Scripture, that @ man full of words ſhall not 
Proſper upon the earth; Pl. 140. 11. that 4 fools voice # OR 


— 


E 
by multitude of words. Prov. 12. 13. And to the ſame pur- 
poſe, by the Son of Sirach, he that raſh in his talk ſhall be 
hated, and a man who uſeth many words ſhall be abhor d. Ec- 
cluſ. 9. 18. | 
Bur now the Man, who 1s careful to refrain his Lips, will 


be ſure ro abſtain from giving any offence of this nature: 


His great cautiouſneſs in ſpeaking will keep him from pro- 


voking any Man, much more 1s Governours, by any raſh 
and indecent Expreſſions; and the little pleaſure which he 
takes in talking, merely for talking's ſake, will be a ſufficient 
ſecurity, both againſt his worrying Company with his Ton- 
gue, and his carrying about falſe and impertinent ſtories. He 
can hold his Tongue without pain, and therefore will nor ſtir 
it at the expenſe of his Juſtice and Charity, of his own Peace 
and his brother's Reputation ; he can manag it with prudence, 
and, if ſo, without offence, And then ſurely this Man may 
reaſonably hope to live in peace and quiet, fince, as the Son 
of Sir ach tells us, He that can rule his tongue ſhall live wit bout 
firife, and be that bateth babling ſhall have leſs evil, Eccluſ. 
19. 6. nay, and not only fo, but to be the delight of all good 
Company, and the joy of his Neighbourhood, and according 
to the Pſalmiſt's rule, to live long, and ſee good days, becauſe 
be can keep bis tongue from evil, and bis lips that they [peak 
no guile. | 


Thirdly, He who talks thus carefully will, in all probability, 


talk fo, as to have no reaſon to be concern d or troubl'd after- 
wards, for what he has ſaid; I do not mean on a Religious, 
bur Civil account. There'is nothing in the World more 
common than for Men, who are guilty of raſh talking, to ſay 
ſuch things in the heat and intemperance of their diſcourſe, as, 
in coolneſs and ſedateneſs of temper, they heartily wiſh un- 
ſaid. How often may we hear them upbraiding themſelves 
of folly, upon this ſcore? How often curſing thoſe Tongues, 
which have brought ſo much ſhame, and contuſion of face 
upon them? Oh ! what would they give, that they had nor, 

by the raſhneſs of their Tongues, diſoblig'd this and t'other 
Friend or BenefaRor : that they had not divulged ſuch and 
fuch a ſecret : that they had not unawares diſcover'd mou 
„ e minds 
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minds fo freely, in this or that point: or that they had not 
berray'd their own ignorance ſo plentifully, as they did, by 
ralking ſo very much of things, which they did fo very little 
underſtand, &c. Thus do they frequently laſh themſelves, with 
the remembrance of their own folly, and reap that ſorrow and 
remorſe, which are the natural fruit of all raſhneſs. 

Bur we hear nothing of all this from the cautious talker : he 
had an eye to his own peace, in all his diſcourſes, and there- 
fore took care continually, ſo to order his words, with diſcre- 
tion, Pl. 112. 5. that they might not be the ſeeds of a future 
repentance. He can reflect upon them with pleaſure, "| ny 
he ſpoke them with prudence,and rejoice in having ſaid them, 
becauſe he ſees no reaſon to wiſh them unſaid. 

Fowthly, He, who is thus careful to refrain his Lips, takes 
a very likely courſe to avoid all fins of the Tongue whatſoe ver. 
For as multiplying words is a ſure way to multiply fins, and 
talking raſhly to talk wickedly; fo to be ſparing of our words, 
and to {peak with caution and deliberation, is our only ſure 
way not to oftend, or at leaſt to offend bur ſeldom with our 
Tongues. David knew no other way to keep his tongue from 
offen ding, but by keeping bis mouth, as it were wth a bridle, 
Pi. 39. 2. and the Son of Sirach was ſo ſenſible, that this was 
the only way to preſerve him from ſinning with his mouth, 

that he paſſionately cryeth out: Who ſhall ſet a watch before 
my mouth, and a ſeal of wiſdom upon my lips, that I fall not 
ſuddenly by them, and that my Tongue deſtroy me not? Ecclel. 
22.27. 
am willing to believe that Men do not formally deſign 
to tranſgreſs their duty, and affront God, in every ſin of their 
Tongues; nay, I hope that many, I would be glad to ſay 
molt of them, are chiefly owing to heedleſneſs, and an habit 
of talking without thinking. To what elſe can we impute 
thoſe light and trifling Converſations, thoſe filly, yet often 
not hamleſs, reflections upon things which are quite out of 


our Province, and which we underſtand nothing of, thoſe im- 


probable lyes and ridiculous Stories of our Neighbours, thoſe 
ſenſelefs Oaths and unprofitable Execrations, which do ſo much 
abound among us? Nay, and is it not but too too often = 

| tha: 
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that this very heedleſn*fG and incogitancy dare to thruſt them- 


£ 


ſelves along with us, * into houſe of God, and let looſe 


our Tongues, impertMently to run and prattle there, where 
ſure, if any where, wepught to be all attention and all reve- 
rence, all humble thonghtfulneſs, and all devotion ? 

So that many cf the fins of the Tongue, it is plain, are . 
owing to the want of, and might eaſily be prevented by, a 
very moderate degree of precaution and conſideration. And, 
as for thoſe more willful and malicious ones, ſuch as prophane 
jeſtings upon Scripture, and ſacred things, ſpreading of falſe 
reports, on purpoſe to do miſchief, either to the publick or 


private Perſons, and, in genera], all lewd and immora! Diſ- 


courſes, deſign'd to fly in the face of virtue and religion: 

theſe all appear, at firſt ſight, to be fo very unfair and unjuſt, 

baſe and diſhonourable, contrary to all the laws of good na- 

ture and good breeding,of God and Man, and fo highly inju- 
rious and offenſive to hoth, ſo little likely to bring any reputa- 
tion or profit to thole that uſe them, in this world, and fo ſure 
to cut them off from all hopes of happineſs, in another; that 
one would think it impoſſible, that any Man of tolerable ſenſe 
and breeding, that allows himſelf time to think before he ſpeaks, 
could poſſibly accuſtom himſelf to be guilty of theſe ſins. 

Hear therefore, O ye Children, the diſcipline of the mouth » 
be that h keepeth it, ſhall never be taken in hs lips. Eccleſ. 23. 
7. But above all, keep thy mouth with all keeping, when thou 
goeſt into the bouſe of God: and let not that Tongue which 
was given thee chie fly for this end, that thou mightſt honour 
God with it, in praying and giving praiſe ro him, be made 
an inſtrument of diſhonouring him, and that too, in his own 
houſe the houſe of Prayer. 

Fifthly and Laftly, To talk thus cautiouſly is a ſure way, 
to make our accour ſhort and eaſy, againit the day of Judg- 
ment, There is a day moſt certainly a coming (how ſoon, 
God alone knows) when we {hall be call'd upon to give an ac- 
count of every idle Word, that we nave ſpoken, that is, tho 
not of every unneceſſary one, yet, I tear, of every raſh and 
miſchievous one; and when by our words, as our Saviour 
himſelf has aflur'd us, we mult either ſtand or fall, be juſtify'd 

or 


—— 


1 , 
qt congemn'd, eternally juſtify'd or eternally condemn'd, Matt on 
It 12.26, 27. | 
| 100 Cond ! what a dreadful account muſt that poor wretc 2 

then needs give in, who has been all his life long talking, 

1 if there had been no laws for the Tongue at all? How num- 
1 | berleſs will the idle words of ſich a Man be, how ſevere a ſen- el 
tence will they bring upon him? Good God! with what a- 
mazement, horrour and confuſion, will he then look back up- 4 
on his paſt life, when he ſhall find too plainly that damnation] ;, 
and idle Words mult go together, and that, all the while heft 
thought himſelf playing with his Tongue, he was really talk , 
I! +; ing himſelf into everlaſting Torments ? P 
| But, on the contrary, with what calmneſs and ſerenity off , 
: 

[ 
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[ mind, on this account, will that Man appear before the great 
Tribunal, whoſe Conſcience will give him this Teſtimony, 
'} that the words of his life have been few and diſcreet, inoffen- 
'; five to God, unhurtful to Man, and conſequently ſuch, as he 
* ſhall be juſtify'd by, before the righteous Judge of all things? 
5 If then, to behave our ſelves fo, as to eſtabliſh our reputa-| | 
* tion, fo as to gain the love and friendſhip of our Brethren, and] : 
| lecure the peace of our own minds, in this life: if ſo, as to 
| avoid (in, and to prepare for judgment in the next, may be! 
accounted wiſdom ; then he, who is thus careful to refrain F 
his lips, may be jultly eſteem'd one of the wiſeſt of Men. | 
| And now, the only uſe, which I ſhall make of all that has 
(| been ſaid, ſhall be to perſwade Men not to multiply words 
without knowledge, but to think a great deal more, and talk 
a great deal leſs, than they generally do; and to beg of them 
f that, as they would not allow in themſelves, ſo neither would 
5 they encourage in others, this vain talkative humour, which, 
| as has been largely ſhew'd, is attended with ſuch a long train 
a of evil Conſequences. I know very well that it is the cuſtom 
of too many, to judge of Mens parts by their backwardnefs or 
forwardnels in talking: to call thoſe, who all pert and bold 
in ſpeech, witty and ingenious, and, on the contrary, thoſe 
[ who are {low and modeſt in it, dull an fooliſh, Bur ſutely 
theſs Men muſt have very ſorry parts themſelves, who can 
| l call a Man a fool, for being afraid of talking away his repu- 
| | tation, 
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Matiſ tation, his eaſe, the peace of his mind, and his hope of ever 
laſting happineſs : or a Wit, for venturing to throw away all 


[theſe rogether, a great deal faſter than other 
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people. 

But I would not willingly be miſunderſtood, My deſign is 
not to tye Men up wholly from talking, but only to teach 
them to talk wiſely: not to ſpoil Converſation, but to make 
it innocent and improving. I am fo far from thinking Men 
oblig'd to ſpeak nothing but Apophthegms and wiſe Sentences 
in company, and never to drop one word, but what is abſolu- 
rely neceſſary, that I readily grant, that Religion allows and 
approves, in its proper ſeaſon, all ſuch diverting and faceti- 
ous Diſcourſe,as hurts no Body, neither God, our Neighbours, 
nor our own Souls. All my deſire is that yours may be ſuch, 
and that, in order to its being ſo, you would be careful not 
to talk ſo much and raſhly, as to make it impoſſible for you 


to talk innocently. | 
Much leſs is it my deſign, to make Men fo over-cautious 


of ſpeaking, as that they ſhould be afraid of ſpeeking, even 


there, where it is ſeaſonable and becoming them, nay and their 
indiſpenſable duty, to ſpeak. It is not by buſineſs to teach 


Men how to talk cunningly and ſlily, and with entire regard 


only to their worldly Intereſts (that is a Leſſon not proper to 
be taught in God's houſe, but the Devils) but to perſwade 
them, if I may be ſo nappy to ſpeak always both honeſtiy and 
wiſely. He, who is not free to ſpeak his mind ( whatſoever 
dangers may threaten him, for ſo doing) when his duty re- 
quires it of him, is ſo far from being a good Chriſtian, or a 
good Man, that he doth nor deſerve ſo much, as the very name 
of a Man. But then, even where Men are moſt oblig'd to 
ſpeak, they are oblig'd alſo duly to weigh and conſider before 
hand, both the matter and manner of, what they ſpeak. And 
they may depend upon it, that prudence, truly ſo call'd, as it 
never has, ſo it never can, hurt any good cauſe : but raſhneſfs, 
on the contrary, even when accompany'd with honeſt inten- 
tions, and cover'd over with the ſpecious name of zeal, has 
ſpoil'd many an one. Nay perhaps there are no caſes, in which 
we are oblig'd to be more heedtul of what we fay, than thoſe 
in which we are moſt indiſpenſably oblig'd to ſpeak ; for theſe 
| are 


4 * 


F - 
1 
6 
* 
. 
1 > © 
? 
1 * 
* . 
: , 
14 
ty 
# 


mou b that belieth, ſlaieth the Soul. 
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— & x, 
are very often caſes, in which thoſe, to whom we ſpeak, are 
not much diſpos'd ro hearken to what we ſay, and therefore 
will be glad of any handle from our imprudence, either as ol 
the matter or manner of it, to {light and diſregatd it. 
Permit me to leave one caution more with you, and I have 
done; and that is, that ye would be more eſpecially careful | 
not to be raſh with your mouths, when you happen to de in- | 
gag d in diſcourſing upon Subjects of, more than ordinary, | 
moment and importance; ſuch as, for inſtance, the venerable 
Myſteries of our Religion, the Characters of our Governours, 
the Conduct of our Superiours, Cc. Theſe are nice and ſacred 
Subjects, by no means raſhly or irreverently to be treated; 
here we ſhall be in great danger, without our utmoſt care, 
ol laſhing out into things, which are too high for us: here 
our miſtakes and miſrepreſentations will be of the moſt 
fatal and miſchievous conſequence : here our duty exact: from 
us, all the reſpect, tenderneſs and waryneſs, all the humility, 


7 
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modeſty and charity, that we can poſſibly put on; and there- 


and to conſider, that God an bearer of the tongue, and will 
not acquit a blaſphemer of his words; Wiſd. 1. 6. 10. 11. 
that the ear of jealouſy beareth all things, and the noiſe of | 
murmurings is not hid. Therefore beware of murmuring, which | 


. 
fore here, if ever, ought we to lay our hands upon our mouths, | 
| 


is unprofitable, and refrain your tongue from bac łbiting; for | 


there ts no word ſo ſecret, that ſhall go for nought : and the. 


To conclude all; fince the danger of talking muc 
raſhly; is ſo evidently great, and the wiſdom and agwalifage 
of a contrary practiſe fo many ways apparent, let us be en- 
treated to hearken to the advice of the wiſe Son of SiracK | 
Learn before thou ſpeakeſt. Weigh thy words in a balance, and 
ma be a door and bar for thy mouth; beware thou ſlide not by 


nd | 


it. Let thy ſpeech be ſhort, comprebending much in few words, 
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be as one that knoweth, and yet boldeth his Tongue, Eccl. 1 8. | 


